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Terminology is a fascinating branch. Working as a terminologist is like assembling a jigsaw puzzle.
At the beginning one has a pile of small pieces and a vague picture. Then suddenly two pieces fit
together and then two others and gradually, when more and more pieces join together, a pattern is
revealed. Eventually you have a landscape the details of which were not seen from the pile of
pieces.

It is easy to see from an ordinary jigsaw puzzle, how it is intended to join the pieces to each other.
In terminology, the pieces are concepts and one usually profits from learning how to link them
together, what kind of joints there are between concepts and what kind of patterns they can reveal
from the knowledge in the branch concerned. This is what "Guide to terminology" is about. It is,
actually, not theory but a manual of the linking technique.

In sciences English often is used as the common language. Many languages and their concepts
are very similar to English. That is not the case with my own language, Finnish. This dissimilitude,
we share with Chinese, a language with over two hundred times more speakers. I hope that the
Guide which mainly is based on experiences in Finnish terminology work will prove useful in
China.

I also wish to express to dr Liu my congratulations for the translation which has been reported to be

of an excellent quality.
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en coordinate concept
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Nordterm Bk Z ik

Denmark

Terminologigruppen (Danish Terminology Group)

c/o DANTERMcentret (Danish Centre for Terminology)
Bernhard Bangs Alle 17A

DK-2000 Frederiksberg

Telephone: +45 3815 3371

Fax: +45 3815 3820

danterm@cbs.dk

Norway

Radet for teknisk terminologi (RTT)

(The Norwegian Council for Technical Terminology)
Postboks 660 Skgyen

[Drammensveien 145]

NO-0214 Oslo

Telephone: +47 22 04 92 25

Fax: +47 22 43 42 24

rtt@rtt.org

Sami Instituhtta

(Nordic Sami Institute)

Box 220

N-9520 GUOVDAGEAIDNU
Telephone: +47 78 48 80 00
Fax: +47 78 48 68 66

Finland

Tekniikan Sanastokeskus (TSK)

Centralen for Teknisk Terminologi

(The Finnish Centre for Technical Terminology)
Albertinkatu 23 A 12

FIN-00120 HELSINKI

Telephone: +358 9 2709 1060

Fax: +358 9 608 859

tsk@tsk.fi

Iceland

Islensk mélnefnd

(The Icelandic Language Institute)
Neshaga 16

1S-107 REYKJAVIK

Telephone: +354 552 8530

Fax: +354 562 2699
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aripk@ismal.hi.is

Sweden

Terminologicentrum TNC

(Swedish Centre for Technical Terminology)
Vastra vagen 7 B, Terassen

SE-169 61 SOLNA

Telephone: +46 8 446 66 15

Fax: +46 8 46 8 466 66 29

tnc@tnc.se

PEFMGE: http://htliu.nease. net
B4 htliu@yeah. net
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